Excisions of certain of the bones and joints, of the foot for the removal of disease are now well-recognised operations. 
myself excised the entire ankle-joint in four cases, and the os calcis and other tarsal bones in many more, with most encouraging results.
There is still some difference of opinion among surgeons as to the advisability of these operations; and the two principal objections which have been brought against them are?the risk of inflammation following the operation and spreading to the other bones and joints of the foot; and the uncertainty that the result of the operation will be a complete cure of the disease and a useful foot. I have, however, confidence that, by a proper selection of cases, with the careful use of antiseptic treatment, by not delaying operative interference too long, and by the employment of the bloodless method of operating, so as to ascertain the exact extent of the disease, these risks and objections will disappear, and that the conservative surgery of the foot will, in many instances, be the rule, and not, as now, the exception. Both aspects of the joint having in this way been exposed, it will be found that by means of the chisel and mallet the articular surfaces can be easily and accurately removed, the posterior portion being removed through the external incision, and the anterior portion through the internal one. Should there be any disease in the hollow or fossa between the two articular surfaces, it can be readily reached and removed with the chisel or gouge through either of the incisions. October, when the boracic-acid lotion was substituted for it. The patient's progress after the operation was excellent, and the wounds gradually contracted, and were soundly healed on the 22d ot November.
At this date the appearance of the foot was natural, and the movements at the ankle-joint were free and perfect. The patient could bear good weight upon the foot, and it promised to be in time quite strong and useful.
